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GENETICALLY MODIFIED CROPS FREE AREAS BILL 2003 
Third Reading 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Parliamentary Secretary) [7.14 pm]:  I move - 

That the Bill be now read a third time. 

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood) [7.14 pm]:  Given the time of the week and of the day, I will not keep 
the House too long.  This is an important piece of legislation that bears some consideration.  After all, we are 
talking about the agricultural industry, which is a major industry in Western Australia.  Genetically modified-
free foods are of vital importance to many people around the State.  I describe this legislation as typical 
legislation of the Minister for Agriculture; he has tried to please all the people in question.  I suppose some 
people might describe that as good legislation; however, it is legislation that is designed to placate the concerns 
of the various groups involved.   

There is no doubt that the majority of people involved in growing agricultural crops, whether canola, grain or 
whatever, are concerned about the possibility of genetically modified plants cross-pollinating with plants that 
have not been genetically modified, of plants becoming resistant to herbicides and a range of other things.  The 
Bill states that there will be no commercial release of any GM crop in Western Australia.  That placates the 
concerns of those who want to retain genetically modified-free zones.  Those people believe that there are 
markets around the world for genetically modified-free food, and they consider that to be important.  On the 
other hand, major trading countries around the world are proceeding with great haste with growing genetically 
modified foods, particularly grains and canola.  They may gain a trade advantage through a lowering in the cost 
of production and the higher yields of those crops.  The risk is that these GM crops may cross-pollinate with 
other plants and cause problems down the track.   

Although the minister has said that there will be a five-year moratorium on the release of commercial genetically 
modified plants or crops, at the same time he has said that trials will be allowed.  The major concern of those 
who are against GM foods is contamination or cross-pollination.  The legislation outlines the measures that will 
be put in place to ensure that these kinds of crops cannot be released into the community until such time as the 
minister is satisfied that it is all right to do so.  At the same time, the minister will have the power under this 
legislation to stop the growing of GM crops and to declare the whole or parts of the State GM free.  There are 
concerns about GM-free zones; that cross-pollination and a mixing of varieties could still occur and create new 
crops that would be herbicide resistant and may affect the health of people and so on.  There are a range of 
schools of thought on GM foods.  There is an argument that GM foods will be good for the community and the 
world.  For example, it may be possible to implant a gene in a plant to increase the concentration of a vitamin in 
it, which could improve the health of people around the world.   

A group of people in this State wants trials of GM crops to continue.  Two varieties of GM carnations have been 
approved for unrestricted release in Australia and are presently growing in Western Australia.  The Department 
of Agriculture is participating in two GM field trials in the Kimberley.  Both trials are being undertaken in 
collaboration with commercial companies.  One trial is taking place on private properties in the Ord River 
irrigation area and at the department’s Frank Wise Institute in Kununurra.  The other is a GM poppy trial at the 
Frank Wise Institute.  Other genetically modified cotton crops are in Broome and there are 13 near Kununurra.  
However, they are no longer active; they are in the post-trial process in accordance with the conditions of their 
licence.  Several field evaluation trials are being conducted in the south west with GM field peas in more than 30 
areas in the south, GM lupins are being grown on seven sites and GM canola is being grown on 20 sites.  All of 
these trials are being post-harvest monitored in accordance with the licence conditions.  That phase will have 
been completed on most sites by 2002.   

Trials are ongoing around the State.  I am trying to say that I can understand that the minister wants to placate 
the parties concerned: those who want GM foods to be grown under an ongoing moratorium in this State and 
farmers who want to be able to keep pace with international trends and competition, particularly with grain 
crops.  I can understand their concerns and that is why they want to continue the trials.  Obviously the minister is 
trying to play two ends against the middle and placate the concerns of all those people.  It will be interesting to 
see how this pans out in the future.  The Opposition supports the legislation because it believes that, at this stage, 
a large number of farmers want to see a GM-free State so that we can monitor what happens elsewhere.  
However, the danger is that we might be left behind in the process.  I dare say that we must take a stand 
somewhere.  We must also make absolutely sure that the trials are properly scrutinised in accordance with their 
licence and, of course, if they are successful, at least we will be in a position to keep pace with what happens 
elsewhere.  I highlight to the Parliament that risks are involved in the trials; nonetheless, it is probably 
appropriate to conduct them.  In any event, it is imperative that the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and 
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Fisheries makes sure that the trials are carried out properly, particularly in the interests of people who are against 
GM-free areas.  

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Parliamentary Secretary) [7.22 pm]:  I thank the member for Warren-
Blackwood for his contribution to the debate on this Bill.  He asked whether legislation that is designed to 
placate all groups has led to good legislation.  Of course it has led to good legislation.  It shows that the minister 
has listened to all the groups and taken into consideration all the opinions.  He has tried to draft a Bill that will 
overcome all the fears expressed by those groups.  This Bill reflects those views very well.  

The member for Warren-Blackwood referred to the speed in which GMO technologies have been developed in 
Australia’s major trading countries.  The countries that are proceeding at a fast pace with GMO technology are 
the United States and China.  The United States has a very strict series of protocols and regulations similar to 
those for which this Government is legislating to control the commercial release of GMOs.  Unfortunately, 
China does not.  China is a proceeding at a pace with the development of genetically modified organisms and is 
releasing them commercially without any of the protocols, restrictions and regulations that are in place in 
Australia and the United States, which is a worry.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  What about Brazil, Argentina and Chile? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Most of the releases of GMOs that have taken place there are usually by American 
multinational corporations that are trialling their products in those countries.  It is not actually those countries 
that are creating the technologies.   

The fear that the member for Warren-Blackwood has raised about the pace with which technology may be 
proceeding overseas and the fact that Australia and Western Australia may be missing out is not warranted.  
Australia, and Western Australia in particular, is keeping pace with genetic modification technology and 
intellectual property through research projects like the national agricultural genetic research project at Curtin 
University.  Curtin University, which is based here in Western Australia, is the national centre for that type of 
GM research in Australia, and it is doing a magnificent job.   

The member for Warren-Blackwood referred to the GM field trials and pointed out where they are taking place 
in Western Australia and that they have been under way for a number of years.  That is true.  However, those 
field trials were made possible by the Gene Technology Bill 2001, and of course they are also made possible by 
this Bill.  What this Bill is seeking to do in confirming the continuation of those field trials is to impose, as the 
minister has highlighted, a moratorium on the commercial release of genetically modified foods for five years 
from May 2001.  The Bill will continue on forever, but it has a review date of 2008.  Post 2006 the minister will 
have a discretion under the Bill to maintain an across-the-State moratorium on the commercial release of GM 
crops if he or she sees fit.  The Bill gives the minister the power to ban the commercial release of genetically 
modified crops by way of order.  I think that is certainly what is being demanded by the majority of farmers and 
pastoralists in the State and their organisations.  Given the powers that are available to the commonwealth Office 
of the Gene Technology Regulator to issue licences for the commercial release of genetically modified 
organisms in Western Australia, and the current inability of the Western Australian minister and Government to 
stop that, it is absolutely critical that this Bill be passed as quickly as possible, and I thank the members of the 
Opposition for helping us to do that.  

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 

House adjourned at 7.28 pm 
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